
CYNGOR CYMUNED TREGOLWYN
COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT COLWINSTON VILLAGE HALL AND VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2021 AT 7:00PM 
1. Attendance
Cllr E Lewis (Chair)
Cllr T Wilson
Cllr C Hadley
Cllr B Morris

Cllr G Jones
Also present: Cllr, C Cave, K Protheroe (Clerk), and three members of the 
public
Apologies: Cllr C Roach, Cllr C Hadley, Cllr J Lloyd, PCSO Angela Stone
2. Disclosure and confirmation of Declarations of Interest

None.
3. Public Session
Two members of the public raised concerns regarding works at St. David’s School i.e., the impact of the size and enclosure of the proposed water tanks, and the height of the poles erected for the car park lighting. They expressed their concerns in respect of the visual impact of the tanks and light pollution on homes adjacent to the school. 

The Community Council agreed that the lighting and water tank must be addressed due to the impact on residents. Cllr Cave stated that she has written to the VOGC, and the lights will be turned off over Christmas. Cllr Cave is in the process of arranging a site visit with the VOGC to resolve this matter and will feedback to the residents. 

4. To receive the minutes of the Ordinary General meeting held on 30th November 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Jones that the minutes of the OGM should be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Morris and agreed by all. 

The Chair signed the minutes.
5. To consider any matters arising from those minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda

There were three matters arising:
· Agenda Item 7: June 2021: The Clerk confirmed that the VOGC is now arranging the ‘no fly tipping’ signs following Cllr Cave’s intervention
· Agenda Item 13: June 2021: The Clerk clarified progress with the re-varnishing of the village noticeboard that had been delayed as the contractor has coronavirus.
· Agenda Item 7: November 2021: The Clerk advised members that the VOGC consultation in respect of the Local Development Plan had been extended until the end of January 2022.
· Agenda Item 12: November 2021: The Clerk confirmed that the Community Council’s response to the Independent Remuneration Panel annual report had been submitted.
· Agenda Item 17: November 2021: 17. Footpath closure/amendment, Public Rights of Way 2, 4 and 5: Cllr Cave’s reply to the Community Council’s request for further information relating to the proposed changes to the footpath from VOGC had been sent to all members. The Community Council confirmed their approval of the proposal and instructed the Clerk to contact the VOG accordingly.
· Agenda Item 17: November 2021: The Clerk was reminded that the request for the Council to have a copy of the letter sent by the Diocese Education Office was still outstanding.

· Agenda Item 17: November 2021: Planters: the Clerk was reminded that a quotation for these had been requested by Members.
6. To consider Police matters

The Clerk advised members that no reports of crime have been received from the Police since the October OGM.
7. To consider Vale of Glamorgan Council (VOGC) matters
Cllr Cave urged members to respond to the current Local Development Plan consultation and drew members attention to her concerns regarding the proposal for 5,000 new homes at ‘Llandow Newydd’.

8. Old Ford Project

The members noted progress since the November 2021 OGM, in particular:
· Unsafe trees at Ty Draw Wood: the Community Council considered the legal advice they had received in respect of the trees. Cllr Cave confirmed that she has contacted the Managing Director regarding the VOGC’s refusal to attend to this matter and a reply is awaited.

Cllr Lewis noted the need to stabilise the woodland by removing the eight trees considered unsafe. The other work required to the woodland’s trees can be addressed during the summer as it is not urgent to take these trees down. He outlined how the Stronger Communities Grant could be re-apportioned to provide the financial resources to carry out the work. The VOGC must approve any amendment to the Stronger Communities Grant. 

The Community Council considered the issues in respect of Ty Draw Wood and the financial implications. 

Cllr Lewis proposed that the Community Council should proceed with the Ty Draw Wood element of the Old Ford Project and its Adverse Possession application with HM Land Registry. Cllr Lewis further proposed that, in accordance with the terms of the Stronger Communities Grant, the Community Council should request a transfer of £3,050.00 from elsewhere in the grant budget, to the existing ‘unsafe trees’ budget of £2,500.00 to enable the eight unsafe trees to be addressed. This was seconded by Cllr Morris and agreed be all.

Action Point: Clerk to prepare request and submit.

Cllr Lewis noted that this change to the grant’s budget will not result in other proposed work being omitted due to the progress made to date and the financial support of the project provided directly by the Community Council.
Cllr Lewis outlined the three quotations returned to the Community Council in respect of the eight trees requiring removal. It was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the lowest quotation from Anstee Landscape and Tree Felling Contractors of £6,000 plus VAT should be accepted, subject to confirmation that the works can be carried out without the closure of the road. This was seconded by Cllr Morris and agreed by all. 
Action Point: Clerk to advise the stonemason of the successful Tender and inform the unsuccessful bidders also.
Action Point: Clerk to inform the successful tenderer concerning the provision of Willow trees and to enquire whether they were willing to plant them for the Council.
Action Point: Clerk to contact Anstee Landscape.

· Adverse Possession application: The Clerk advised members that the HM Land Registry estimate that the application will be determined by August 2022. The Community Council discussed the implications of this timetable for the project and the role of the community group. The Community Council was of the view that the latter could not make grant applications in relation to the project until ownership of the Old Ford has been confirmed. The Community Council emphasised its continuing commitment to work in partnership with the community group and enter into a legal partnership with the putative community enterprise. The Chair will write to the group outlining the position in full.
9. Review of progress with other current projects 
The main points of progress since the last meeting included:
· The Vines: despite recent progress the scheme has still not been adopted due a dispute between Persimmon and Welsh Water. The Chair is attempting to arrange a meeting, via Zoom, with the two organisations and Alun Cairns in an attempt to resolve this matter.
· St David’s School: the Community Council noted the VOGC’s reasons for withdrawing the proposal for a new bench as part of the new highway configuration. The Community Council remain interested in providing a bench and locating it at the village green. Cllr Cave advised the members that the Village Hall Committee are also interested in providing a bench as part of the highway scheme. Cllr Cave will attempt to clarify the VOGC’s position and report back.
· Broadband project: the Community Council noted Cllr Hadley’s report. Of the 168 residents,115 have validated their vouchers. The remaining 53 have not received their email so that they can confirm, or otherwise, their acceptance that the voucher can be used by Open Reach. Cllr Hadley advised that he is waiting for a full list of voucher numbers so that he can send each person the information to validate their voucher. 
· Digital banking: Cllr Morris updated members in respect of the progress being made.

· New planters and bench for village: The Clerk confirmed that a request for quotations will be sent before Christmas. The Clerk was also requested to contact Grant Smith to ascertain whether he could place some paving stones to support the planters once permission had been obtained from the Vale.

Action Point: The Clerk was requested to seek the consent of the Vale of Glamorgan for planters to be placed in front of the Village road signs on the approach roads.
Action Point: The Clerk to contact Grant Smith to ascertain whether he could place some paving stones to support the planters once permission had been obtained from the Vale.

10. To consider the Clerk’s report including matters of a financial nature
The Community Council noted the Clerk’s report.
It was agreed that the tree on Little Hill, which is suffering with ash die-back should be replaced by two Welsh Oaks.

Action Point: Clerk to advise VOGC.

The Clerk noted that the Community Council’s cash at bank as at 17th November 202 = £11,866. The bank statement reconciled to the Community Council’s cashbook of that date. 
It was proposed by Cllr Jones that the following payment should be approved:
	29/11/2021
	Anstee Landscape and Tree Felling Contractors
	tbc
	86.00


This was seconded by Cllr Morris and agreed by all.
No receipts have been received since the November 2021 OGM.
11. To consider any planning matters

The Clerk advised the Community Council that no planning applications had been received since the November OGM requiring the Community Council’s consideration.
12. To consider any correspondence and associated replies required

The Clerk advised that no correspondence report was required for this meeting. The Clerk explained that correspondence received is either referred to in the relevant reports or has been copied to members in the period prior to the meeting. The Chairman reported that he had received a letter from Mrs K. Jones, Church Warden thanking the Council for the donation towards the upkeep of the Churchyard.
13. To receive any announcements from the Community Council’s representatives

There were no new announcements.

14. To receive any announcements from Councillors 
There were no new announcements.
15.  Date of next meeting  
The next meeting of the Community Council will be on Monday 17th January 2022at 7:00pm, at Colwinston Village Hall and via Zoom.
The meeting closed at 8.50PM.
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………
CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
DATE…………………………………………………………………….
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………
CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
DATE……………………………………………………………………..
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